
FROM OUR PASTOR… 
FOLLOW THE LORD! 

 

Please understand this article is not meant in any way to be a 
commentary on how the U.S. is handling the coronavirus. History 
will judge that at some future date. I do have a concern. The 
messaging is consistent. Follow the science. Science dictates our 
actions. Science will provide a solution. My concern is that many 
people are subtly being trained to believe that science is the 
same as facts and we must believe without questioning anything 
that is labeled as science. To be sure, science practiced as sci-
entists use the term is valuable. Below are two definitions of sci-
ence provided by scientists. 

 

“Science is the pursuit and application of knowledge 
and understanding of the natural and social world 
following a systematic methodology based on evi-
dence.” 
 

“Real science is the collection of information that 
most closely reflects how the world really works. 
But because science is a human endeavor, the in-
formation we gather can be flawed, wrong, and in-
complete, and the conclusions we draw from that 
information can be biased and misleading.” 

 

Note well. Science is not the same as facts. Science is an inter-
pretation of the facts that they have, not all the facts. Science is 
not the same as truth. Science is an attempt to understand what 
is true based on the evidence available at the time. Many people 
get bothered when science textbooks change. They believe what 
they were told years ago was a fact. It was not. It was the scien-
tific community’s best guess at how the world works based on the 
information available at the time. There was a time when science 
said the world was flat. After more information was gathered that 
opinion changed. Scientists are not bothered when the textbooks 
change. They expect textbooks to change as more data is gath-
ered and the collective opinion of the scientific community reacts 
to that data. The conclusions of science are supposed to change 
over time. And because human beings are drawing those conclu-
sions some will be wrong. 
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NOTE TIME CHANGE!   

 Starting June 2, Sunday Ser-
vice times will be 8:15 and 
10:00 A.M. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Financial Sup-
port Update for March 

 
 YTD Operating Fund Member 

Regular Contributions $199,060) 
(+13% over 2019)  

 Operating Fund Balance as of 
Beginning of Year -$73,873  

 Operating Fund Balance as of 
February 29 -$70,215 

 YTD Mission Fund Regular Con-
tributions $41,950) (+15% over 
2019) 

 YTD Building Expansion Contri-
butions $109,970) 

 

 

There is someone who is never wrong. There is someone who 
has and reveals absolute truth. There is someone who never 
changes what He says. There is someone who already has all 
the data. There is someone who only tells us facts. The Lord! 
His word is truth. Science as defined by scientists can be very 
useful as long as it is kept in its place beneath the Lord. Here 
is a truth that will never change and is fact. 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
rely on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight.” (Proverbs 3:5 EHV) 

 

Follow the Lord! 
 

Pastor Spaude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the Covid-19 issues we all face at this time we will 
not have our May picnic.  Our government is unsure when 
the states will “re-open”. And if we do, will it really be safe 
for groups like ours to gather?  There are also other issues 
to think of. We have no number of attendees, no money 
has been collected. Also, we don’t know if the caterer 
would be ready to continue business as usual in the begin-
ning of May.  So as it stands now, we will resume meeting 
in September.   

We appreciate your understanding.    

This is all in God’s hands.  He is always in control.   

Thank you everyone.  And again, please stay safe. 

The Program Committee 

 

Ladies’ Aid News… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Outdoor Digital Sign         $ 25,000 

3 EV Powered Monitor Speakers 

    for church                          21,000 

Instrumental Music                   300 
Timpani Drum              2,000                                                         
____________________________ 

                                             $ 23,300 

 



Offerings for the 

Lord’s Work 

Here are some ways to bring your of-
ferings for carrying out the Lord’s work 
at St. Jacobi: 

 Stop by the Church and School Of-
fice to drop off your offerings.  It 
would be best to call first before 
making a trip to be sure that some-
one is there. In general, someone 
will be in the office on weekdays 
from 9AM-3PM.   Our number is 414
-425-3030. 

 You may mail your offerings to 
church. The address is: St. Jacobi 
Ev. Lutheran Church, 8605 W. For-
est Home Ave. Greenfield, WI 
53228.  

 Many banks allow you to set up your 
offerings as an automatic payment 
through your bank.  

 Here is a link to stjacobi.org. You 

can also donate online: https://

www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/

Vanco_ver3.vps?

ap-

pver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRqo

66SKUuBA4PR2VxlK9nyRfcDUR8P

m2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawD

omKT1pbouWZVyruKYN68M2Zz8C

KpQR8=&ver=3   

 

 

 
                       

   

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Planting Help Needed 
Do you love to be outside during the warm summer 
months? How would you like to help keep God’s gar-
dens beautiful and blooming for all of our St. Jacobi 
Family to enjoy? Even though construction has limited 
what we are able to do, we need one or two motivat-
ed individuals to take over the organization and exe-
cution of keeping up our flower beds at church and 
school. Interested in hearing more? Contact the 
church office (414-425-3030) or one of the pastors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   From the Halls of St. Jacobi... 

Our school has been conducting classes on-line 

during the “Safer at Home” initiative. Virtual 

learning will continue until the end of the 

school year.  Parents have been coming in once 

each week to drop off and pick up educational 

materials. The last day of school is scheduled 

for  Thursday, May 21. Confirmation and gradu-

ation contingency plans are being made and 

will be communicated when they are formal-

ized. 
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On-Line Worship 

Our weekly worship services are 
being posted on-line and are ar-
chived there. Go 
to  www.stjacobi.org and follow 
the live-streaming link, or go di-
rectly to St. Jacobi's Youtube 
channel at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCmnKb2jlWH-woIl9GRYW2fw.   

Please let us know of people who 
do not have internet access. We 
will try our best to serve them in 
some way with God's Word, per-
haps DVD recordings or sermon 
copies.  

Daily Devotions Available 

In addition to on-line services, 
your pastors are posting daily 
devotions on Facebook. Go to 
our school's Facebook page 
at: https://www.facebook.com/
pg/St-Jacobi-Lutheran-School-
1843286309320096/
videos/  These devotions enable 
us to run to our Lord and His 
promises on a daily basis in 
these times of trouble. In addi-
tion, click on the Bible Stories 
read by your pastors for you to 
use with your children. There is 
a version of each for younger 
children, and a different one for 
older children. Adults have 
been enjoying them too!  

Copies of the daily devotion 
book Meditations are available 
for pick-up in the church/school 
office as well as the latest cop-
ies of the Forward in Christ 
magazine. Hymnals are also 
available in the office for check-
out.  

With full knowledge of 
how much God’s peo-
ple treasure and de-
sire receiving the 
Lord’s Supper, under 
the present circum-
stances, we feel it 
best to temporarily 
suspend any formal or 
scheduled attempt to 
provide Holy Com-
munion until that time 
when we resume our 
regular worship ser-
vices and are able to 
celebrate it in our cus-
tomary way. 
  
Please call the pastors if you would like private communion. If 
you or a loved one becomes ill, please let the pastors know 
and we will serve you with God’s Word as best we can. 
  
There are a number of reasons that led our congregation to 
this conclusion. Perhaps the most apparent is compliance with 
the spirit of the governor’s “Safer at Home” order that is in ef-
fect until the end of April. As Christian citizens we want to do 
our part in “flattening the curve” by lessening any possibility of 
inadvertently spreading the coronavirus -- or receiving it our-
selves through others. We did discuss having those who would 
wish to receive Holy Communion to come to church in small 
groups. However, this seemed to us to be against the spirit of 
the “Safer at Home” order from Governor Evers. There would 
also be the matter of the sanitization needed to carry out some-
thing like that safely.  
 
In addition, we do not want to harm our witness to the commu-
nity.  In the event someone would get sick – or would cause 
someone else to get sick – our church could be viewed with 
suspicion for increasing the health risk, even if not true.   
 
Our Lord does encourage us to take the Lord’s Supper of-
ten.  However, there are times and situations in life when 
Christians, for reasons beyond their control, are forced to be 
away from the sacrament for extended periods of time.  Given 
the national health crisis and mandatory restrictions that ac-
company it, we are in such a time. We are hoping this will lead 
us to receive it all the more often when he have the opportunity 
to do so.  

Care to share how you are using our on-line ser-

vices and devotions? Drop a line to jmil-

ler@stjacobi.org and perhaps we can discover 

many examples of how God is working for good! 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7 

     Worry. Anxiety. Panic. Dismay. Fear. Uncertainty. Despair. We can keep listing words about all the feelings that 
are going around right now during this unprecedented time in the world’s history. There are enough to fill this letter. 
In times of uncertainty, our human-ness makes it easy to forget that God is in control and that He knows what He is 
doing and rather to start coming up with all of these ideas on what we need to do to “fix” this situation. I read re-
cently “God didn’t ask for help when He created the world, why would He need it now?” That really gave us a very 
clear picture of who is in control.  
     As of Saturday, 28 March 2020, at 9:15am (Central time), there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 (or Corona-
Virus) in Malawi and there are 22 in Zambia – most of which are confined to Lusaka, which is more than 100 km 
from our clinic in Mwembezhi. Even though there is limited exposure, the Central Africa Medical Mission is still 
forced to make decisions about the clinics and our staff. In Zambia, the government has done a good job of edu-
cating their citizens about the spread of the virus and the preventative measures that Zambians can take now. They 
have been supporting us out at our clinic – including getting us some extra supplies, providing a statistician to help 
keep them updated on what is happening there and making sure that their Environmental Health Technician is out 
in the villages educating them, as well. Our clinical director, Jackson Kalekwa, and our Administrator, Alisad Banda, 
have been closely following the instructions of the government and have been requiring hand washing of every pa-
tient as they come into the clinic and limiting the number of people who can be in the clinic at one time. CAMM will 
continue to monitor the situation in Zambia to keep our staff and our patients as protected as possible during this 
pandemic.  
     The Malawi government, on the other hand hasn’t done nearly as much work in preparing their citizens as they 
have in Zambia. Although there are no confirmed cases at this point, the Malawi government knows that the best 
preventative measure will be to try to keep the virus from coming into the country. They will be restricting travel - 
on April 1 airports will be closed to international flights, border crossings will also close and there will limits to travel 
on buses, taxis, trains and boats.  There have been radio spots informing people about the disease but to date the 
Government run rural health centers have received little or no training. Our staff with the LMC has been teaching 
about COVID-19 to our patients at each clinic site. We know that although the government has given some social 
distancing recommendations (such as staying a meter away from another person and no gatherings over 100 peo-
ple), it is nearly impossible to follow them. For instance, we regularly have over 200 people at clinic on any given day 
right now due to it being the rainy season. We are keenly aware that as we operate a mobile clinic and travel out to 
4 villages from the largest city of Malawi, Lilongwe, we are in a precarious position of being carriers from one of 
these places to another. The government has shut down its own mobile clinics. All of this could cause us to be over-
whelmed with what to do. 
     Instead, we reach our hands out to God. We ask that he continue to watch over Malawi and if it is His will, that 
Malawi continue to be protected against COVID-19. We ask that if the country does see the virus, that He limit the 
number of deaths. We thank him that Zambia and Malawi are about to come upon the maize harvest and we ask for 
a plentiful harvest so that the both the Zambians and the Malawians have food to eat. We ask that He lead us to 
make the best decisions for our staff and patients when it comes to the operations of the clinic. We thank him for his 
grace and mercy and for sending his Son to save us. Finally, we ask for the peace of mind, heart and spirit that in 
him, we are always safe. Won’t you please pray with us?  

 

“The LORD will keep you from all harm – he will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and 
going both now and forevermore.”  Psalm 121: 7-8 

In Christ, 
CAMM Stateside Committee 

Gary Evans - CAMM Field Director 

Central Africa Medical Mission—Malawi 


